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Thank you to everyone for all your kind words about our first 

edition of The Newsfeed. We hope you will continue to enjoy it. It 

has only been a few weeks since our last newsletter but already so 

much has happened. Take a look inside to see all the incredible 

things each class has participated in! We wish a safe and happy 

Christmas, see you all in the new year. 

Santa came to make sure we were all being extra good and kind. He brought 

some lovely gifts and also showed us his dance moves when the girls sang a 

Christmas song for him. Safe flying Santa, thanks for visiting us! 



The Angel Express 

 

 

Our amazing Junior and Senior Infant classes came together to 

perform ‘The Angel Express’. They were absolutely fantastic! We 

are so proud of every single girl. It was very impressive to see you 

all stand up so confidently and perform in front of everyone! Well 

done.  Thank you also to all the parents for practicing lines at 

home and for coming to see their performance.  

 Reaction from our Senior Infants: 

“I liked singing.” 

“I liked when Angel Gabriel woke 

the shepherds.” 

“I liked telling the news.” 

“I liked when Tara shouted ‘NEWS 

NEWS…’” 

“I liked when Emily made us   

practice again because the angel 

choir kept getting the song 

wrong.” 

Reaction from our Junior 

Infants: 

“I liked when my family 

came to watch.” 

“I loved everything about 

it.” 

“I liked the music.” 



Junior and Senior Infants had a fantastic visit to the Opera House to see 

this year’s Panto – Aladdin. The show was absolutely excellent and the 

girls were in their element dancing and singing along. To our delight, some 

of our favourites – Baby Shark and Shotgun even made the show. After a 

very busy week of performances in our Infant play, the girls got the well-

deserved opportunity to be the audience. What a lovely day out we had! 

 

Where There’s a 

Will...by our 6th 

class stars! 

On the 14
th

 of December, 6
th

 class 

performed their play for the parents. 

Our play was about an old man 

called Michael Moneybody and his 

family and how they treated him  

unfairly.  



 

 

Second Class performed a lovely play all 

about good wishes and happiness over 

Christmas. It filled us all with good cheer. 

Well done Second Class! 

After both second class and sixth class 

finished their amazing performances they came 

together to sing some Christmas carols. What 

an incredible job they did. Sixth class played 

harps, xylophones and the piano, while second 

class played percussion instruments.  



A few weeks ago, 4th, 5th and 6th class attended mass at 
Coláiste Mhuire. 3rd and 5th years also attended.  

Scoil Bhríde started the mass, by singing ‘Who Will Light 
The Lantern’. 

The two Principals gave lovely and inspiring speeches.  

The 3rd years named out different countries that celebrate 

the life of Nano Nagle, and gave them lanterns. 

  Thank you to Coláiste Mhuire for inviting us.   

Sixth Class worked hard on their Nano Nagle pro-

jects and then went around to different classes 

and presented them to us. Well done sixth class! 



Creative 

Schools 

CREATIVE 

Creative Schools is a flagship initiative of the 

Creative Ireland Programme to enable the 

creative potential of every child. Creative 

Schools is led by the Arts Council in partner-

ship with the Department of Education and 

Skills. 2018-2019 will be a pilot year for this 

initiative with 150 schools across Ireland par-

ticipating. Scoil Bhríde was successfully cho-

sen out of the 400 schools that applied. We 

will be trialing new things around the school 

to increase our creative ability through 

dance, drama, music and art. Second and fifth 

class have also been getting creative home-

work in which they pick what they want to 

design or create or a topic they want to learn 

about. Take a look at some of the incredible 

work! Well done girls some young entrepre-

neurs in the making! 



As you can see the range of 

work the girls can choose from 

is massive. Above you can see 

poems being created, posters/

paintings being    designed, new 

topics such as Russian, Blue 

Whales,  Volcanoes or how milk 

is created being made into pro-

jects. Megan even designed and 

created her own style bag. Well 

done girls we can’t wait to see 

what you come up with next. 



Making our boats 

2nd class made boats using recycled 

materials. I made my boat with Robyn, 

Isobel H and Tara. We succeeded in 

constructing a sail boat. Some sank but 

it was good fun. Some of us had differ-

ent ideas.  We made our boat using lol-

lipop sticks, my group called our boat 

the Cat Cruise. We have a lovely teach-

er to do this with us. I think this is a 

lovely school.  Merry Christmas! 

Amira Monaghan 

Our Boats! 

“We made boats us-

ing lollipop sticks, 

paper and pritt stick. 

Lollipop sticks are 

less dense than wa-

ter. We had groups of 

4 and each group 

came up with a de-

sign and name. we 

succeeded in making 

our sail boat.”      

Thalia Hyde 

Taste Testing 

We did some taste testing when we 

were learning about the sense of 

taste. We picked some tasters and 

feeders. We had to try to guess what 

type of taste it was. The tastes were 

sweet, sour, salty and bitter. We got 

meringue, lemon and crackers. 

Fia Wrigley 



 

Discover Lismore paid us a visit during Science Week. We learned so 

much from them and they did a lot of experiments with all the classes! 

Senior Infants really enjoyed our visit from Lismore. We learned a 
lot about acids and bases and how to test for each. We learned that 

we should not drink anything if we are unsure what it is as it could 
be dangerous. We did some experiments too. We mixed some baking 
soda in with some vinegar and watched how the gases created made 
a rubber glove inflate! We also managed to get some Rice Krispies to 

jump by creating static electricity using only a balloon and our hair. 
We really enjoyed the experiments. 

First class 

classroom 

experiments. 



Blackrock dome 

We went to the boys school hall and 

saw the Star Dome. We met a person 

from the Blackrock Observatory. We 

learned all about the milky way. I liked 

looking up at the stars. She told us 

there was a rocket landing on Mars.  

Robyn Cunningham 

Thank you Ms. 

O’Brien for organ-

ising the visit of 

the star dome and 

all of our Science 

Week activities! 

Aoife Deane came and showed some of our classes why it is so important to 

be more environmentally aware. Above are pictures of fourth class examining 

a starfish and Ava Grace and Maisie looking at a seal tracker! Thank you again 

Aoife and you looked great in the Evening Echo too! 



For Science 
Week the Life-
time Lab held a 
quiz in U.C.C.  

Scoil Bhríde 
were represented 
by a team from 
both fifth and 
sixth class! 

The girls did bril-
liantly and had a 
top 6 finish! 

Well done Hazel, 
Shona and Amy 
(sixth class) and 
to Caoimhe 
McSweeney, 
Caoimhe Ni 
Mhéara and    
Emily Rose (fifth 
class). 

Science 

Stars! 

SUPER STARS 



Well done to Crosshaven Tri Club on organising a 

fantastic Duathlon. It was great to see so many of our 

girls involved. Some of the girls brought in their medals  

for us to see. Well done to Ella in fourth class for being 

the second fastest girl home in the race.  

Jodie (fourth) Emily and 

Doireann (Seniors) went 

to Limerick for a gym-

nastics competition and 

brought home silver 

medals. Well done girls! 

Above are pictures of 

our other fantastic gym-

nast who received cer-

tificates and student of 

the week with Carrigal-

ine Gymnastics Club. 

Well done to all– Keep it 

up! 



We have a lot of shining stars in sports, science, music, 

drama, art and other areas of academics. Below are some 

pictures of other wonderful achievements by our girls. 

Up next are our 

under 12 and 

under 13 

basketball teams. 

They are very 

excited about 

their upcoming 

matches. Best of 

luck girls! 

It’s great to see the time and 

effort put into the camogie club 

here in Crosshaven paying off 

with a huge number of girls 

coming in to show their medals 

after the street leagues. Above 

is a picture of future camogie 

stars from Junior and Senior 

Infants. Also above is a picture 

of all the girls who participated 

in the local leagues. So proud to 

see such a big gang of you! 



Our third class girls went to Riverstick for 

an indoor football blitz. They were brilliant. 

Hopefully they will keep it up and we might 

see them play in the Sciath na Scol teams in 

the next few years. 



Not all our achievements are  sports orientated. 

Take a look at some of our other accomplish-

ments from our amazing girls... 

Isobel Frawley cut 14 inches of her 

hair for the Rapunzel Foundation. 

She fundraised €400 for Marymount. 

What a massive achievement . Well 

done Isobel! 

Julia and Rosie 

(5th Class) have 

created some 

amazing artwork 

at their           

Carrigaline art 

class. They are 

incredibly lifelike. 

Well done girls, 

looking forward to 

seeing some 

more of your   

creations! 

 Ríónach created 

her own website 

about cats using 

what she learned 

in coding. Whoa! 

We are so im-

pressed Ríonach 

well done! 



Aisling won this teddy 

when the Christmas 

lights were turned on in 

Crosshaven for guessing 

the correct name of the 

teddy as a fundraiser for 

homelessness. 

GREEN SCHOOLS POSTER 

COMPETITION WINNERS 

 

Our Green School’s Committee held a 

poster competition for the best energy 

saving poster from each class. Well 

done to: 

Fia Cunningham and Hannah McDaid 

(Junior Infants) 

Doireann Murphy and Maci Rae Kelly 

Noonan (Senior Infants) 

Lucy Drennan and Isabelle Frawley 

(Second Class) 

Sophie Coveney (Third Class) 

Alice Long and McKenzie Kelly Noonan 

(Fourth Class) 

Hazel Kephane and Shona Finn (Sixth 

Class) 

Its not just the girls of 

Scoil Bhríde who deserve 

recognition...a massive 

congratulations and well 

done to Sinéad Reen and 

Aoife Deane paving the 

way for future genera-

tions.   

Science offers a rewarding and fascinating career 

By Emma Connolly 

A GROUP of dynamic women, all with links to UCC, are the powerhouse behind this month ’s 
innovative Cork Science Festival. 

Part of National Science Week, the festival has been developed by this innovative team of local 
volunteers representing education, research and industry across STEM. 

The main players are Dr Catherine Buckley and Eimear Ferguson, APC Microbiome Ireland; Alida 
Zauers, Tyndall/CONNECT; Aoife Deane, MaREI; Dr Sinead Ryan, IPIC and Caoimhe Byrne, 
INFANT. 

They’re heading up a team who have put together a programme of events for adults and children 
designed to show that science is for ‘everyone’. 

Coming from a female perspective, they are also keen to show girls that STEM (science, tech, 
engineering, maths) are attractive career options that are very much open to them, with the right 
education and skills. 

Their message is that you don’t have to be top of your class at these subjects, you just need to be 
open to learning and to step forward and embrace the exciting times that lie ahead in these sectors.  

 Meet Ireland’s first female master mari-

ner 

Not so long ago, a British navy captain received an extraordinary reaction to 

a video he posted on Twitter in response to a jibe about “women drivers”. 
The video was of a warship, HMS Ledbury, neatly berthing between two 
other large vessels. Captain Rich Harris commented that the manoeuvre was 
“not easy”, but there was “no fuss”. This was no surprise to him, because the 
commander was his wife, Claire Thompson. 
The smooth nature of the berthing would be no surprise either to Capt 
Sinéad Reen, who keeps a pair of diving flippers and hard hat close to her 
academic gown. Her shore office overlooks the magnificent natural harbour 
of Corkfrom Ringaskiddy. 

Reen is not only a ship’s captain, but is married to one, and has spent 12 
years on ships of up to 350m in length. Ireland’s first female master mariner 
is now second-in-command at the National Maritime College 
of Ireland (NMCI), as head of its department of maritime studies. 

https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=Rich+Harris
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=Claire+Thompson
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_location=Cork
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_location=Ringaskiddy
https://www.irishtimes.com/news


Junior Infants 

Senior Infants 

This term we have 
been learning about 

so many different 
themes, from outer 
space to arctic ani-
mals. Senior Infants 
love to learn, and we 

especially love to 
learn through play! 

Through play we con-

solidate our learning 
across the curricu-

lum, develop fine and 
gross motor skills, 
social skills, confi-

dence, oral language 
skills (both English 
and Irish), imagina-

tion and on top of all 
that, we have so 

much fun! 

We finished up our 
camogie coaching 

sessions in Decem-
ber. Senior Infants 
learned so much, 
they learned new 
skills and became 

so much more con-

fident in themselves 
after all the ses-

sions. Thank you so 
much to Cross-
haven Camogie 

club and the fantas-
tic coaches who 

gave up their free 
time to coach us. 

Junior Infants have had a very 

busy and exciting term. They 

have been extra good and kind to 

make sure they are on the good 

list. We have been working hard 

and our Second Class neigh-

bours have also been helping us 

a lot. Here they are teaching us 

Deir O Grádaigh (Simon Says in 

Irish). Thank you Second Class 

you are great teachers! 



As the weather has grown colder and the days have 
become darker, we have been thinking about all the little 
birds around Scoil Bhríde, so we decided to make some 
food for them. Using lard and seeds we moulded some 

food balls and hung them all around our school campus 
to make sure that the Scoil Bhríde birds are well looked 

after. 

First and Second Class 

Trip to the Library 



Second class went to the library 

with first class. A nice lady called 

Mary read ‘The Grinch’ to us and 

then she read about ‘Our World’. 

When that was finished if you want-

ed to get a library card you were 

given a yellow sheet to fill out. If 

you had a library card you could 

get a few books. Then we read for 

a while but some people were still 

looking at the books. We had a 

great time at the library. 

Lucy Emery 

Second class 

wrote letters to 

each other  but 

didn't tell anyone 

who they had. 

They then went 

down to the village 

to post them. What 

a lovely idea! 



 

Third class had so much fun and were involved in so many exciting and 

interesting experiments. 

Third class experiments were very 

busy during Science Week. They 

made parachutes and tested them 

from different heights. They used  

skittles and food colouring to investi-

gate colours  mixing and not mixing 

and why this happens. They made bal-

loons go up and investigated the ef-

fect of coke on coins and different ob-

jects.  

Third Class 



Fourth Class 

Fourth class have also been very busy. They are learning French from Ms. 

Cremen. They have been working hard on their poetry and came up with 

the lovely acrostic poem above to describe their class. Kaja is displaying 

her beautiful artwork. The class also studied different countries.  Below 

Penny made a Thai house out of lego after learning all about Thailand. She 

is also showing the class her musical ability playing the ukulele . 



Fifth Class 

 

The Outside Air 

Step outside in the air so fresh, 

May happiness and your day mesh. 

Dance with joy in the sun, 

Against the cool breeze and the sun. 

 

Go outside and have a look, 

It’s a bright new sunny day whoop whoop. 

So active your inner child, 

Go outside and play. 

 

The quiet sound of outside, 

No wind, no rain, 

just beautiful sun. 

go outside have some fun . 

 

 

By Farrah O’Driscoll  

Sixth Class 

S.T.E.A.M  

We started STEAM at the start of this year. STEAM stands for 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. On 

the first week of STEAM we learned the basics such as what 

steam means etc. on the second week we made a 30 cm long 

bridge out of lollipop sticks and elastic bands. On the third 

week we made sweet factories out of cardboard cones, straws 

and foam tubes etc. On the fourth week we made paper air-

planes out of paper. We learned that if you put the wings point-

ing upwards it will fly faster. On the fifth week we made wind-

mills out of lollipop sticks and cardboard cones, we  learned 

that if you put the lollipop sticks at an angle the windmill will 

pick up more wind and spin faster. On the sixth final week we 

tested water to see if it was acidic or basic with litmus paper. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our six weeks of S.T.E.A.M and we 

can’t wait for January when we will be continuing with it. We 

would like to say a special thanks to Arslane for teaching us. 

Go raibh míle maith agat. 

By Niamh and Caroline. 

Well done to Leah McCarthy’s brother who performed in a band on the 

Late Late Toy Show. You were brilliant and we all loved the show! 



DNA 

Water Filtration 

Bridges 

Wind 

Turbines 

Making 

Boats 



Every Thursday for the last 4 weeks we have been practising 

spike ball. We progressed as the weeks went on. With Ms 

Long teaching us, we were surely going to get better. We 

learned how to spike, dig and volley the ball. We learned the 

rules and soon enough we got better and better, and entered 

a competition in Fr. Mathew Hall. When we got there we 

were split up into 3 teams: 

Crosshaven 1: Shona, Scarlett, Tara, Hazel, Maja and Caoim-

he. 

Crosshaven 2: Amy, Caroline, Hannah, Alison, Aoife, Rachel 

and Rhianna.  

Crosshaven 3: Kate, Katie, Anabel, Becky, Ciara, Niamh and 

Michaela. 

It was very competitive and all the other schools were well 

trained. We played against an all boys school and two mixed 

schools.  It was good fun and we really enjoyed it. 

By Shona and Kate  



Carol Singing 

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth went carol singing in the airport 

before  going to Moneygourney Nursing Home. The choir has 

been rehearsing very hard not only singing but also learning 

how to play and perform with instruments such as the harp 

and xylophone. Well done Ms. Long and the amazing choir! 



What a precious moment…

Grace Coveney and her Great 

Grandmother Browne at 

Moneygourney. 

Our Parent’s Association has been working 

hard this term. They have done an 

incredible job organising and fundraising 

for The Simon Community and collecting 

for the Shoe Box Appeal for Tam Hope. 

Such worthy causes and thank you all for 

supporting them. 




